Iceland
Expedition Fund Trip Report
(31.8.2023-5.9.2023)

Overview:

Embarking on an expedition to Iceland funded by the Expedition Fund of Queen Mary University of London
was a transformative experience, blending cultural exploration with a keen focus on Iceland's renowned
renewable energy sector. Over the course of five days, | delved into the heart of Icelandic landscapes,
witnessing the synergy between environmental sustainability and the nation's commitment to harnessing
renewable energy sources.

Day 1: Reykjavik's Vibrant Beginnings

The journey commenced in Reykjavik, the vibrant capital of Iceland. The day unfolded with a visit to the iconic
Hallgrimskirkja church, a towering symbol of Icelandic architecture. The evening was spent in the company
of an Icelandic friend, offering valuable insights into local life and culture. As | strolled through the charming
streets of Reykjavik, it became evident that the city seamlessly integrates sustainable practices, setting the
stage for the renewable energy exploration that lay ahead.
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Day 2: Cultural Exploration in Reykjavik

The second day extended the Reykjavik exploration, immersing myself in the cultural fabric of the city.
Conversations with locals revealed a deep-rooted connection between Icelandic life and the commitment to

sustainable living. The cityscape, adorned with eco-friendly practices, served as a microcosm of Iceland's
broader approach to renewable energy.
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Day 3: South Iceland Road Trip - A Renewable Energy Odyssey

Embarking on a road trip through South Iceland, the day unfolded with awe-inspiring encounters with
nature's wonders. From the thundering Gullfoss waterfall to the geothermal marvels of Geysir, each stop
showcased Iceland's abundant natural resources. Venturing further, Skaftafell provided a unique perspective
on how Iceland's renewable energy initiatives coexist harmoniously with its breathtaking landscapes. The
day culminated in a captivating Aurora chase, emphasizing the celestial dance of energy in Iceland's night
skies.




Day 4: Blue Lagoon and Volcano Hiking - Nature and Energy Coexist

The fourth day presented a mixture of relaxation and adventure. The Blue Lagoon, a geothermal oasis,
offered a moment of tranquility amid the country's volcanic activity. Next to the Blue Lagoon is the Svarsengi
Geothermal Power Plant. This contrast was further emphasized as | embarked on a challenging hike up the
active volcano Fagradsfall, where the geological forces at play underscored Iceland's utilization of its
abundant geothermal resources.







Day 5: West Iceland's Natural Harmony

Exploring the west of Iceland unveiled a tapestry of natural wonders. Watching seals in their native habitat
and visiting the distinctive black church provided insights into how Iceland's commitment to environmental
stewardship extends beyond energy. The day offered a nuanced view of how Iceland's renewable energy
sector is seamlessly integrated into its broader ethos of coexisting with nature.

Reflections:

The expedition offered a profound reflection on Iceland's sustainable development journey. The reliance on
geothermal power emerged not merely as an energy strategy but as a testament to Iceland's commitment
to environmental conservation. The synergy between technological advancements and the preservation of
the country's pristine landscapes was a central theme throughout the journey.
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